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Oil Painting of Downtown Springfield (Weimar 1858)



Beginning in early 2000, plans
were underway for the
construction of a Presidential
Library and Museum
(ALPLM) complex in
Springfield to commemorate
the life of the city’s favorite
son, Abraham Lincoln.



Between 2001 and
2004, four major
archaeological
mitigation projects
were undertaken
within three city
blocks—for
construction of the
Library, Museum, and
Parking Garage

complex.



The ALPLM project area was located immediately adjacent to the
central business district, which surrounded the county courthouse
square (and was to become the location of the Illinois State
Capitol building in 1839). Improvements to this area of the town
began during the later 1820s and 1830s.

Newly constructed Illinois State Capitol building.



The project area had initially been settled in the late 1820s, and by
1867, it had developed into a mature urban landscape.



Each project began with backhoe trenching (left) to assess integrity.
This was followed by the removal of overburden with a large track
hoe in select areas that had good integrity (middle), and subsequent

excavation of features within those block excavations (right).



In many places, the archaeological integrity was excellent. The pre-
1870s archaeological resources were relatively well preserved and, in

places, very complex.



Over 370 subsurface archaeological features were recorded and/or
excavated—often under some fairly adverse conditions. The vast
majority of the features pre-dated the circa 1890s.



Structural Features included a variety of masonry (brick and stone)
perimeter foundation walls, segmental walls, and piers.

Structural features associated with the

Rudolph/Chatterton Opera House (left).

Rudolph/Chatterton Opera House as
illustrated on the 1867 Bird’s Eye View of
Springfield (right).



Less substantial house and outbuilding foundation systems were
also documented.



Privy pits represented one of
the more common feature
types discovered during the
investigations. Over 110
privy pits were excavated
during the course of these
investigations. This view
illustrates a row of privies
being excavated at the site of
the Presidential Museum.



The earliest privy pits were shallow, unlined pits that were often
trapezoidal in plan. A distinctive characteristic of all of these pits
was the presence of a humic, organic-rich fill (fecal material) in their
bases.



Although the artifact
content was generally low
in these early privy pits,
they nonetheless contained
some of the earliest artifacts
recovered from the
investigations.Feature 5 (Library)

Feature 6 (Library)



The privy pits associated with higher status families were often
brick-lined. Several of these small, rectangular privy pits from the
middle nineteenth century were excavated.



Numerous features associated with water acquisition (wells) and
storage (cisterns) were also present. A total of 24 wells and 15
cisterns were documented. Several of the earlier wells were hand
excavated and have yielded excellent domestic and commercial
(tavern) artifact assemblages.



Detail of Block 2, Ninian Edwards Addition to Springfield as illustrated on the 1867
Bird’s Eye View of Springfield, Illinois (Ruger 1867). Feature 84 is of special interest to us
today, a sit contained an interesting assemblage artifacts once associated with a German
immigrant family.



Detail of the 1854 City of Springfield map for Block 2 (Edwards’ Addition). Feature 84
was located behind house documented on Lot 16.



Primary artifacts from Feature 84 (Lot 16, Edwards’ Addition) included a wide
range of glass and ceramic household items. Archival research suggests that this
assemblage was used and discarded by either the Thayer family (who occupied
this parcel of land from circa 1851-1864) or the Lorch family (who occupied the
property from circa 1878 to 1890. Although little is known about the Thayer
family, Charles Lorch was a German-born butcher..



This large, circular “serving platter” (better known as a “charger”) was recovered from
Feature 84. Chargers are rare in the United States, and are common within European
society (Americans have preferred the use of platters). This particular vessel had a rounded
base with no foot ring, and although the vessel was relief decorated, it had a blue transfer-
printed mark with distinctive German-style crown and the words “WAECHTERSBACH /
W. ST.”. This charger was manufactured at the German Waechtersbach Keramic factory
(which has produced ceramics from circa 1832 to the present).



Alcohol containers from Feature 84 consisted predominately of German-style
“Hock” bottles (left), which are typically associated with wines associated with
northern Europe (Rhine and Mosel varieties). The short tumbler (left tumbler in
right photo) is a quality lead glass vessel (with ground base) of unusual design
atypical of American manufactured wares (such as that on the right).



Intermingled with the artifacts in
Feature 84 was a rather unique
assemblage of German manufactured
ceramics (including this large charger),
distinctive glass stemware (such as this
footed tumbler; probably non-
American in origin), and yellowware
pipkins (a rather uncommon vessel
form in Illinois). Additionally, alcohol
consumption was represented
predominately by the presence of
German hock-style wine bottles. This
assemblage was probably deposited by
a recent German immigrant who had
brought both ceramic and glass
tablewares from the Old World, and
continued to consume food and liquor
familiar to the family’s cultural tastes.



Simeon Francis, editor and co-founder of the Illinois State
Journal (and steadfast supporter of Abraham Lincoln).

Francis Residence

1858 Weimar painting Detail from 1858 county map



Site plan of the N100’ Lots 3 and 4 (Original Town Plat)—the
location of Simeon Francis residence from circa 1833 to 1858.

Archaeological features plotted in relationship to Francis residence. The building
outline was determined by the 1854 Map of Springfield.



Feature 5

Feature 6

Primary artifacts from Feature 5
dated from the mid-to-late 1830s.

Primary artifacts from Feature 6
dated from the 1840s.

Both features document a fairly
well-to-do household. Note the
increase in the number and variety
of artifacts during this time
period—both of which suggest
increased access to goods by the
Francis family during these years.



Feature 20 was a
shallow, brick-lined
well located within a
side yard of the
Simeon Francis
residence. This well
was constructed in
the 1830s, and
abandoned in the
late 1850s or very
early 1860s.

Excavation of Feature 20 in progress.



Site plan of the South 57’ Lots 3 and 4—the location of the Illinois
State Journal Office building. Note the location of Feature 20
behind Building “D,” which was constructed in the 1860s.



View of the marquee from the Chatterton Opera House at the turn
of the century. Note the saloon and café in the adjacent store
fronts.



Detail of buildings located at 124
122 North Sixth Street . The well
(Feature 20) was sequentially filled
from items discarded from this bar
and café over a period of many
decades (circa 1860 through 1910).



Artifacts from the base of Feature 20 contained a rather unique assemblage of
items discarded from a bar or tavern during the years circa 1855-65. The tavern
from which these artifacts originated was serving a traditional American
selection of beverages.



Stoneware jugs represent one of the more common vessels recovered from the
lower fills of Feature 20. These more than likely held corn-based alcohol
(whiskey and/or bourbon).



Liquor bottles from Zone IV included unmarked bitters bottles (left),
whiskey flasks (predominately stirrup ovals), and dark green/black ale or
brandy bottles. Few wine bottles were present.



Bar glass was not overly abundant and included predominately small fluted
tumblers (as illustrated to the left). Beer mugs were less common and consisted
of this small tapered variety with applied handles. Bar glass reflects the heavy
consumption of whiskey over beer. Beer glasses were typical of English-style
glassware associated with heavy ales and stouts—unlike the beer mugs from the
upper levels.



This is a typical domestic
assemblage associated with an
acculturated American merchant
(Corneau) living in the Lincoln
Home neighborhood, circa 1860.
Whiskey consumption is
documented by this Eagle flask (as
well as a small rectangular decanter).
Also consumed for medicinal
and/or alcoholic purposes were
bitters (here represented by the
Aromatic Schnapps). The small lead
glass tumblers probably represent
shot glasses for the consumption of
hard liquor such as whiskey and
bitters.

(Privy, Feature 33; Corneau Site).



Primary artifacts from Zone II, Feature 20. These artifacts were probably
deposited in this well during the late nineteenth and very early years of the
twentieth century (circa 1885-1915). These artifacts document major change in
the alcohol consumption patterns of the typical Springfield resident.



Neither whiskey (left), nor wine (right) bottles were overly well represented in
the upper fill of Feature 20.



Additionally, glass beer
bottles were nearly absent
from this zone, and
indicates the predominance
of keg beer at this time.
Ceramic ginger beer bottles
were found in relatively
high numbers from this fill
zone. Three varieties of
these bottles were
recovered. One was
marked “H. Kennedy /
Barrowfield Pottery /
Glasgow”—which was not
in production until 1866.).



Bar glass was very common within Zone II and was dominated by
beer mugs. Very few glass tumblers were recovered from this fill
zone, illustrating a drastic decline in consumption of distilled liquors.



Stylistic difference in beer
mugs from Zone IV (right)
and Zone II (left)
document a switch from
heavy ales and stouts
(served in shorter mugs)
typical of an English or
American palette towards
lighter lager beers (served in
larger, taller mugs) typical
of the German immigrant
during the later nineteenth
century. Additionally, the
dramatic decline in the
presence of bar tumblers at
this time reflects the shift
away from whiskey
consumption to beer.



“Lager Bier,” 1879, Mensing and Stecher [Library of Congress].



The multi-year archaeological
excavations conducted for the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum in
Springfield have contributed
significantly to our
understanding of the variability
in the lifeways and/or quality
of life associated with the early
inhabitants of this region.
The data is an invaluable
comparative data base for
understanding urban lifeways
in central Illinois.



Copies of this paper can be requested at either:
IllinoisArchaeology.com or fmansberger@comcast.net

Thank You.
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